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Table	1:	Participant	characteristics	
Variable	 	 	 	 	 	Number	of	participants	=	N	(%)	
Main	sample						 	 Test	/	retest		
N	=	110	 	 						 	 N	=	15	
Gender	
											Male	 	 	 94	(86%)	 	 				11	(73.3%)	
											Female	 	 	 16	(14%)	 	 					4	(23.5%)	
	
Age	
											Mean	(SD)	 	 	 66	(9.1)	 	 				65.2	(4.04)	
											Range	 	 	 38-90	 	 	 				57-71	
	
T-stage	
T3															 	 	 	 	 22	(20%)	 	 				2	(13.3%)	
T4																 	 	 	 	 43	(39.1%)																												12	(80%)	
Salvage						 	 	 	 	 40	(36.7%)																												1	(6.6%)	
Unknown				 	 	 	 	 5	(4.5%)	
	
Flap	reconstruction	
								Primary	Closure															 	 	 	 80	(72.7%)																											12	(80%)	
									Radial	forearm	free	flap			 	 	 2	(1.8%)	
									Pectoralis	Major																 	 	 8	(.2%)																																		1	(6.6%)	
									Free	Jejunum	/	Gastric	pull-up	 	 	 10	(9%)																																	1	(6.6%)	
									Unknown																											 	 	 11	(10%)																															1	(6.6%)	
										 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				
	
Resection		
Larynx	alone				 	 	 	 	 66	(60%)																															13	(86.7%)																																																																																																													
Pharynx												 	 	 	 	 25	(22.7%)																												1	(6.6%)	
Tongue	Base					 	 	 	 	 4	(3.7%)	
Other																 	 	 	 	 	5	(4.5%)																																1	(6.6%)	
	
Closure	technique	
Horizontal				 	 	 	 	 37	(33.6%)																												6	(40%)	
T-Closure						 	 	 	 	 8	(7.3%)																																	3	(20%)	
Vertical									 	 	 	 	 6	(5.5%)																																	0	
Unknown				 	 	 	 	 50	(45.5%)																													4	(26.7%)			
Not	applicable		 	 	 	 	 9	(8.2%)																																	2	(13.3%)	
	
Layers	of	closure	
Two														 	 	 	 	 31	(28.2%)																													2	(13.3%)	
Three												 	 	 	 	 26	(23.6%)																													4	(26.7%)	
Unknown						 	 	 	 	 53	(48.2%)																													9	(60%)	
	
Myotomy	
Yes																																				 	 	 	 	71	(64.5%)																												8	(53.3%)																																													
No/Not	applicable										 	 	 	 14	(12.7%)																													2	(13.3%)	
Unknown																									 	 	 	 	25	(22.7%)																												5	(33.3%)									
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Table	1	continued:	Participant	characteristics	
Variable	 	 	 	 	 Number	of	participants	=	N	(%)	
									Main	sample						 												Test	/	retest	
	 	N	=	110	 	 					N	=	15	
Additional	reported	interventions	
Dilatation																									 	 	 	 20	(18.2%)																														1	(6.6%)	
Botox																																			 	 	 10	(9.1%)																																0	
	 	 								
Time	post	surgery	(in	months)	
									Mean	[SD]		 	 	 	 	 61	[65.2]																																	66	[46.8]	
									Median	[IQR]		 	 	 	 	 39	[12-84]	 																							60	[22-103]	
									Range	 	 	 	 	 	 3-252	 	 	 									12-156	
	
Diet	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					 	 	
									Normal		 	 	 	 	 	 77	(70%)																																	12	(80%)	
									Modified		 	 	 	 	 31	(28%)																																		3	(20%)	
									No	oral	intake		 	 	 	 	 1	(1%)	
									Missing	data	 	 	 	 	 2	(2%)	
	 	
Treatment	group	 	 	 	 	 	
									Laryngectomy	only	 	 	 	 12	(11%)																																	4	(26.7%)	
									Laryngectomy	and	radiotherapy	 	 59	(54%)																																	6	(40%)	
									Laryngectomy	and	chemo-radiation	 	 22	(20%)																																	5	(33.3%)	
























	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Results	
Mean	(SD)a	 	 	 	 	 	 11.3	(7.6)	
Sample	score	range	(possible	range)	 	 	 0	–	34	(0	–	34)	
	
	 	
		 Missing	datab	(>	10%)		 	 	 	 0	items		
	 Ceiling	effectsb	(>80%)	 	 	 	 0	items	
Floor	effectsb	(>80%)	 	 	 	 	 3	items	(17%)	
	 Skewnessb	(>	±1)	 	 	 	 	 5	items	(29%)	
	
Cronbach’s	alphaa	 	 	 	 	 0.91	
Item-total	correlationsa	 	 	 	 0.38	-	0.77	
	
	 Test-retest	reliabilityc	










Group		 N	 Mean		 SD	 df	 t-statistic	 p	
Diet		 	 	 	 	 	 	
Normal	diet		
	




30	 18.3	 6.5	 	 	 	
Treatment		 	 	 	 	 F-ratio	 	
Laryngectomy	
	




56	 10.2	 6.2	 	 	 	
Laryngectomy	+	
chemoradiation	
20	 16.6	 8.8	 	 	 	
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